
The following information came from Western China as we 
were preparing the “30 Days” for 2009. We have asked for 
prayer for the Uyghurs in the past. It seems urgent to pray 
now. Some Uyghurs live within 250 miles of Badakshan (see 
article on page 29).

In Northwest China there are only 100-200 believers among 
the Uyghur people (pronounced ‘ooy-goor’) who number about 
11 million in population. The Uyghurs are largely preoccupied 
with a) making a living and b) the strife between their Muslim / 
Uyghur cultural heritage and the controlling Chinese Communist 
system. This area was a significant point on the Silk Road from 
Europe and the Middle East to China, and now it seems to be 
one of the last regions to be reached by the Body of Christ.  In the 
past fifteen years, thousands of Muslims all along the Silk Road 
in Central Asia have become believers in Jesus (along with mil-
lions of Han Chinese), however, there is still no resilient Uyghur 
church. There are many stories of unfair treatment, as well as 
house fellowships being broken up as soon as they get started. 
Three key men are now in jail; the little community of believers is 
floundering. Fear keeps them from moving beyond private belief 
to a sharing, deep life in Christ. 

   May God guide as you pray for the Uyghurs.
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