Fatimah

Mohammed’s daughter

dals (s

orn in Mecca in AD 605, died in Medina in AD 632. Fa-

timah (Fatima) was the name of the favorite daughter of Mo-
hammed. Her name means “she who weans.” She was considered
one of four perfect women by Mohammed. The others were Mo-
hammed’s own first wife, Khadijah, the mother of Fatimah; Mary,
the mother of Jesus; and Asiya, the wife of an ancient Pharaoh.

Fatimah is known as a loving and devoted daughter, mother and
wife, as well as a sincere Muslim. At the age of 19 Fatimah married
Ali. Their life together was simple, frugal and not without hardship
and deprivation. Because of his piety, apparently Ali was not greatly
interested in material wealth. Fatimah’s acts of kindness toward the
poor and destitute earned her praise from many. She gave birth to
two sons and two daughters. In AD 632 after the death of her father
she also passed away either by an accident or by natural causes.

Fatimah was apparently a good influence, but her name is also
associated with an occult object that has fairly negative influence
in the Muslim world. This so-called “Hand of Fatimah” is used by
Muslims in amulets, charms and jewelry to ward off evil spiritual
influences.

» Pray according to Acts 19:18-20 concerning occult influences.

» Pray for the millions of Muslim women named Fatimah to find new
life in Jesus.
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PRAYER F(_)R THE PEOPLES
Indonesia
The Gayo people

The Gayo peaple (pap. 300,000) live

in the remote central highlands of the
Aceh Province on the island of Sumatra.
Their homeland reaches heights of over
6,500 feet, extending over hundreds of
miles. The Gayo speak in two dialects but
do not have a written language. They
pass down folk tales and oral stories in
the form of poetry. Their main source of
income is farming, coffee, fishing and
forest products. Their embroidery has
colorful gold designs. They need medical
workers to improve health conditions.
Predominantly Muslim, most Gayo also
worship and make offerings to spirits,
saints, and ancestors. There are no
known Gayo believers, ands no one is
specifically taking the Gospel to them.
See Acts 26:18.

Deliver them from evil

uslims worldwide are often afraid of evil coming

from the spirit world. This fear is a source of pro-
found unspoken anxiety for many. Islam has a complex
and multifaceted set of beliefs about the invisible forces at
work around us. Theses beliefs also vary greatly from one
region and one people to another. Muslims not only believe
in the existence of angels but also in Jinn (Djinn), who
also populate this world. Jinn are very similar to humans:
they have their own social organization and activities, yet
they can also change their appearance and become visible
or invisible at will. Most Muslim theologians believe that
Shaitan (Satan, also called Iblis) belongs to the Jinn. These
beings were supposedly created just before the creation of
mankind. They do both good and evil. The term “Jinn” is
related to the English word “genie” known through Ara-
bian folk stories.

Prayer Requests:

» Jesus is the true Lord of the world. All authority has been
given to Him. Pray that Muslims would experience Jesus’ sav-
ing ability to deliver them from the powers of darkness. May
believers be more able to help Muslims in this realm. Pray for
Muslims you know and others using the following texts: Mt
8:16, 10:1 and Acts 5:16, 8:17.



