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Was Jesus a Muslim? Day 11September 1, 2009

In Islam Jesus is considered to be a messenger of God, a 
prophet, who was sent to guide the Israelites. His message 

was given with a new scripture, the Injil (Gospel). The Qur’an 
affirms that Jesus was born to the virgin Mary (Maryam) by 
the decree of God. Jesus had the ability to perform miracles by 
God’s command. Like other prophets in Islam, Jesus is con-
sidered to have been a good Muslim (that is, someone who 
was submitted to God). Jesus preached to His people to live 
in submission to God’s will. For Muslims Jesus was actually 
preaching an earlier form of Islam.

In recent years many Muslims have cited the book “The 
Gospel of Barnabas” (available on the web) in order to show 
that Jesus was a good Muslim. Jesus is portrayed in the book as 
a prophet who prays, speaks and acts exactly like traditional 
Muslims.

The book seems to have been written in Europe sometime 
during the 14th–16th centuries. It includes geographical 
and historical inaccuracies as well as errors about Christian 
and Islamic beliefs. In the Gospel of Barnabas, Mohammed 
is called the Messiah which means “anointed one” (Christ) 
while in normal Islamic belief Jesus is understood as being 
the Messiah. In several places the Qur’an itself proclaims that 
Jesus is the Messiah (see our article for day 22). In the Gospel 
of Barnabas Jesus is called the Christ (chapter 6). The author 
did not realize that the word Christ is the Greek equivalent of 

the Hebrew word Messiah. This is a significant error. 

Here are quotes from chapters 96 and 97: Jesus an-
swered: “As God lives, in whose presence my soul stands, I 
am not the Messiah whom all the tribes of the earth expect, 
even as God promised to our father Abraham, saying: ‘In 
your seed will I bless all the tribes of the earth.’ But when 
God shall take me away from the world, Satan will raise 
again ...  making the impious believe that I am God and 
son of God, whence my words and my doctrine shall be 
contaminated ... God will send his messenger ....  who shall 
come from the south with power, and shall destroy the idols 
with the idolaters ... The name of the Messiah is admirable 
... Mohammed is his blessed name.” 

See “Gospel of Barnabas” at www.answering-islam.org

Prayer Requests: 

   Pray that believers will accurately be able to show that Jesus 
was always submitted to the Father but He was more than 
simply a good prophet. 

   May God give Muslims insights into the errors of the Gospel of 
Barnabas. 

   Meditate on these texts in prayer:  Mt 5:43-48, Heb 1:5-8. 

Remember LIbYa

Today is the 40th anniversary of 
the Libyan Revolution which brought 
Colonel Muammar Qadhafi to power in 
Libya. Forty years ago very few people 
in Libya knew the Lord and this is still 
true today. Native Libyans who believe 
in Jesus probably number less than fifty 
people out of a population of 6.2 mil-
lion. Pray for laborers who will sow, wa-
ter and harvest. For more information 
write: pray4ly@gmail.com


