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Somalia

“To be Somali is to be Muslim”

mong Somalis it is a commonly held idea that, “All

Somalis are Muslim and if there are any Somalis who say
otherwise they are only being paid to do so.” Even Somalis
who are not particularly devout in their practice of religion
will claim allegiance to Islam. Although there is a growing
number of Somali young people being trained in Islamic
theology, the main barrier to believing the Good News
among the Somalis is not so much a theological barrier as it
is the societal view that, “To be a Somali is to be a Muslim.”
Many people in  Muslim majority countries have similar
ideas and attitudes.

Questioning: On the other hand, all of the infighting
and killing going on across clan lines among the Somalis in
recent years has led to some questioning Islam. Some ask,
“Why has Islam not kept us from killing each other?” Other
Somalis who have lived in Muslim societies, such as Saudi
Arabia or the Gulf States, have experienced a certain amount
of discrimination, causing them to become more open to the
Gospel. At the same time Somalis who were fairly nominal
in their practice of Islam in Somalia (where they were “all
Muslim”) often take more seriously their Islamic identity
and practice when they come to the West. They do this
as a means of coping with the feared loss of identity and

contamination by
the evil aspects of
Western society.

PRAYER REQUESTS

P Pray that Somalis could see the true value of the kingdom
(Mt.13:44-46). God's forgiveness and abundant life in the
Messiah are present realities of that kingdom.

P Pray that the Somalis who come to faith in the Messiah
would not be seen as rebels by their families. May they have
opportunities to demonstrate that they can be culturally
Somali and followers of Jesus at the same time.

TESTIMONY FROM SOMALIA

Libaan spent years outside of Somalia in
several different countries. Eventually, he
received a portion from the Injil (Gospel).
He was impressed by what he read: The
text was beautiful with a deep message.
After two more years he fully believed the
message and entrusted his life to Isa Al
Masih (Jesus the Messiah). Afterwards he
experienced deep joy and peace about his
future. God’s forgiveness filled him with
hope! Libaan’s relatives heard that Libaan
had become a Gal (Somali word for a
pagan). Most Somalis can’t imagine that
Christians may also be people who fear
God, because they assume that Christians
live a very worldly lifestyle (including
drunkenness and immorality). Returning
to see his family Libaan insisted that he not
be called a Gal. In his view he was submit-
ted to God, the Almighty. While his family
received him well at first, later they rejected
him. This experience broke his heart.
Somali believers are few in number. They
experience loneliness and rejection even
from their most beloved family members.
Only encouragement and comfort from
God helps them to overcome.



